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Why [t Matters Many Ameticans hoped that Hen
proposed compromise would quiet the COMrovers, J
slavery. However, after 1850, the growing divide
warsened. i

@ Section Focus Question: What was tha Comprom
of 1850, and why did It fail? e

The Compromise of 1850

In September 1850, Congress finally passed five hill
based on Clay's proposals. This series of laws became known
as the Compromise of 1850, PPresident Zachary Taylor ha
opposed the Compromise. However, Taylor died in 1850 Tr
new President, Millard Fillmore, supported the Compromise
and signed itinto law,

To Please the North The Compromise of 1850 wi
designed toend the crisis by giving both supporters and
opponents of slavery part of what they wanted. To pleasethe
North, California was admitted to the Union as a free slaté
In addition, the Compromise banned the slave II'-;II:{E' in the
nation's capital. (However, Congress declared thatit had o2
power to regulale the slave trade between slave states)

To Please the South Under the terms of the C{Tvlﬂ[:;
mise, popular sovereignty would be used 10 "h'?;:q._f'n
question of slavery in the rest of the ?'-'l'i‘-‘“m'} m”w!*‘
People in the states created from that territory “,mj.|1 they
whether to be a free stale or a slave staie “Turn K
requested admission to the Union. Also, It f::;n, o
agreeing to outlaw the slave trade in wnﬁ]","h
southerners got a tough new fugitive slave law:
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& Fugitive glave Act of 1850 allowed special govermment offi-
resl any person accused of being a runaway slave. Suspects
1o a trial to prove that they had been falsely accused. All
il Was required Lo deprive them of their freedonm was for a slave-
holder OF any white wilness to swear that the suspect wvas the slave-
holder's F"'”*i""m'-’" In addition, the law required northern citizens (o
help caphire accused runaways ifawthorities requested assistance.

outrage in the Morth The Fugitive Slave Acl became Lhe most
-:.:-nhwrurslnl parl of the Compromise of 1850, Many northemers
swrore that they would resist the hated new law.

Mortherners were outraged to see people accused of being fugl:
ive slaves deprived of their freedom. An Indiana man wds tom from
his wife and children anel given to an oWnet who claimed the man
had escaped 19 years carlier, A wealthy African American lallor was
carried back o South € arolina after living in New York for years. His
friends quickly raised enough money to buy his freedom. But most
who were shipped south remained there. Thousands of northen
African Americans fled o the safety of € anada, including many who
had never been enslaved.

In city after city, residents banded together to resist the Fugilive
Slave Law, When two white Georglans arrived in Boston to seize

fugitives, Bostonians threatened the glave catchers with harm if they
did not leave thie il:l' ||_!;|:'|I anay. A pother #rou 4] M":i{ill..'d an acc used
fely in Canada. When the mob leaders

runaway and senl him to &4
Wore acrosted, local juries refused Lo convict then.
o that the Fugitive Slave Law would

John €. Calhoun had hop - -

force northerners to admit that gJaveholders had rights to their prop-

erly. Instead, eyery Hme the law wds enforced, 1t convinced more
' ]

northermers that slavery was evil.
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