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’ ,t “there is no reason in the world why the Negro is not entitled to
the rights enumerated in the Declaration of Independence, the

:1 ntto life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

n the end, Douglas won the Senate election. However, the

jebates had made Lincoln known throughout the country. Two years
- ter, the men would be rivals again—this time for the presidency.

dcheckpoint What position did Douglas take on slavery?

john Brown's Raid

The nation’s attention soon was captured by the actions of John
prown. Driven out of Kansas after the Pottawatomie Massacre,
grown had returned to New England. There he hatched a plot to raise
marmy and free people in the South who were enslaved.

In 1859, Brown and a small band of supporters attacked the town
of Harpers Ferry in Virginia. His goal was to seize guns the U.S.
Amy had stored there. He thought that enslaved African Americans
would support him. He would then give them weapons and lead
them in a revolt.

Brown quickly gained control of the
arms. But troops commanded by Colonel
Robert E. Lee surrounded Brown'’s force
before it could escape. Ten of Brown’s
followers were killed. Brown was

wounded and captured.

John Brown in Kansas

John Steuart Curry began painting this 10-foot-
highmural in 1937. It shows John Brown as a fiery
abolitionist with a rifle in one hand and a Bible in
the other. Critical Thinking: Detect Points of
View Based on this painting, do you think Curry
admired John Brown?
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Death of John Brown

Thomas Hovenden painted this

portrait of a saintly John Brown.

On his way to his death, Brown
stops to kiss a child. Hovenden did
not personally witness the events
he showed here. Critical
Thinking: Contrast Compare this
painting to the one on the previous
page. How do these two paintings
try to stir different emotions?

At his trial, Brown sat quietly ,
court found him guilty of my, ders 3
treason. Before hearing his senteng, | |
gave a moving defense of his actigng T\;\e
Bible, he said, instructed him tq Cax-e Ee
the poor and enslaved. “If it is deemzr
necessary that I should forfeit my yigq ¢
the furtherance of the ends of justice r‘
say, let it be done.” He showeq ‘;\Q
emotion as he was sentenced to death,

When the state of Virginia hangeq
Brown for treason on December 2, 1859
church bells across the North tolled té)
mourn the man who many considered 3
hero. But southerners were shockeq.

People in the North were praising a man
who had tried to lead a slave revolt! More
than ever, many southerners were convinced that the North was out

to destroy their way of life.

ﬂCheckpoint What was John Brown's goal in launching the raid | Objectiv
on Harpers Ferry? :
o Descrit
.+ Looking Back and Ahead The nation had suffered one * E\);xg;
dispute after another over the expansion of slavery since the end of
the Mexican-American War in 1846. By the election of 1860, talk of * Sglm‘
rea

the breakup of the United States was everywhere. In the next se¢
tion, you will read how that breakup came about.
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